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 	Council Meeting 
 
 
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: RHJ Library
 
Call to order at 6:02 p.m.
 
In attendance: Lynn Shannon, Miranda St. Thomas, Crystal Hudson, Sara Secrist, Dawn Ferguson, Shelley Romanyshyn, Shelley Schofield, Ralph Sorochan, Greg Cruikshank, Glenda Gray, Lisa Penno
 
Treaty Land Acknowledgement- We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional meeting grounds, gathering place, and traveling route to the Cree, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, Dene and Nakota Sioux, and the traditional homeland of the Métis. We acknowledge all the many indigenous footsteps, stories and songs that have marked these lands for centuries. 
 
Review of agenda: 
 
Motion by Shelley, Seconded by Crystal, Approved 
 
Approve minutes from last meeting: 
 
Motion by Shelley, Second by Lynn, Approved
 
Standing Business: 
 
· COSC Update- Ralph shared some information
 
· Teacher Wish List- no list yet

· Discussion about COSC grant

· Discussion about bringing more parents in as the council is mostly grade 9 parents.
 
 
New Business:  
 
1. Review proposed 2024-2025 Meeting Dates – Discussed possible schedule changes. Tabled at this point and the November meeting will be on the last Monday of the month.  
 
2. Election for Secretary Role (shared position with Parent Association)- Sara volunteered. Crystal motioned to nominate Sara, and Miranda seconded the motion. Approved.
 
Administration Report: Greg Cruickshank- shared upcoming dates and important information
 
Trustee Report: Ralph Sorochan- see attached
 
Adjournment at 6:53 p.m.

Next meeting: November 25, 2024, 6 p.m. 

RJH Trustee Report – October 28, 2024
Ralph Sorochan
1) APPRECIATION – Thank you, for being here today! Your efforts, on behalf of students, is very
much appreciated!!
2) BUDGET 2024-25 -
a) EIPS is now updating its 2024-25 budget with the final student-enrolment numbers (up 160 students or 1.06% increase from last year, for a total of 17,949), revenue and expense variations, carry forward amounts and any reserve spending changes.
b) At a Special Meeting of the Board on October 3, the Board of Trustees passed a motion to utilize the following dollars from Unallocated Capital Reserves: $1,000,000 to the Salisbury Composite High Chiller project; and $328,000 increase to the Voice Over Internet Protocol-VOIP (telephone system), both of which are to be started and completed in the 2024-25 year.
c) The Board’s budget had a surplus of $39,592 from last year that was allocated to the Leveraging Student Achievement Fund, which will be distributed to schools.
d) Unaudited Financial Statements for Sept 01, 2023, to August 31, 2024 are now available for your perusal. For details, see the information presented to the Board of Trustees on October 17 in the Board Package.
3) BOARD ADVOCACY -
a) On September 18, a letter was sent to the Education Minister, letting him know that EIPS is “shovel ready” for a replacement junior/senior collegiate school in Fort Saskatchewan, as per the provincial school funding announcement.
b) On September 18, trustees attended a town hall related to the provincial capital funding announcement—facilitated by Premier Danielle Smith and Education Minister Demetrios Nicolaides The meeting gave Alberta-based trustees, school administrators and educators the chance to ask questions and learn more about the new funding.
c) A letter is being prepared to be sent to the Education Minister, to address the funding formula review being undertaken by the provincial government.
d) See attachment at the end of the report for additional advocacy efforts.
4) FUTURE EIPS CALENDARS – At the September 19th Board Meeting, Trustees received and considered research on the positive impact collaboration and professional learning has on
student achievement. Trustees directed Administration to develop potential calendar options
for the 2025-26 and 2026-27 Division Calendars, and a stakeholder calendar survey. A video,
links to detailed research, and a stakeholder survey was sent out to families on October 10, to
consider possible alternatives to the current calendar. The survey closed on October 21.
Please note:
a) The survey was for stakeholder feedback, and your opinions matter!
b) Status quo calendars remain an option.
c) Instructional minutes will not change – the distribution of minutes, however, changes in the
suggested options.
d) The Board has made no decisions about what the calendar will be.
5) MODULAR CLASSROOM PLAN – The Board of Trustees approved the Modular Classroom Plan submission for 2024-25. The plan includes a request for provincial funding to achieve the following:
• add two new B-Type modular classrooms from Alberta Education to SouthPointe School;
• demolish two modular classrooms and reclaim the site at Westboro Elementary;
• replace eight A-Type modular classrooms at James Mowat Elementary with eight new AType
units; and
• demolish eight modular classrooms at Win Ferguson Elementary and relocate six units from Wes Hosford Elementary.
6) TRUSTEE RESIGNATION - Residents residing in Strathcona County Ward Electoral Subdivision #1, which is comprised of all lands within the corporate limits of the City of Fort Saskatchewan, are hereby advised that Mrs. Jacqueline Shotbolt has resigned her position as trustee of Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) as she is relocating outside of the ward, effective Oct. 31, 2024. Two legislative sections apply in this situation: Section 21(1)(b) of the Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA) states that a person may be nominated if the person has been a resident of a ward for the six months prior the election. Section 87(1) of the Education Act states that a person is disqualified from remaining as a trustee if they cease to be qualified for nomination under the LAEA. Residents of Strathcona County Ward Electoral Subdivision #1—lands within the corporate limits of the City of Fort Saskatchewan—will continue to be represented by Trustee Ralph Sorochan until the next local authorities election in October 2025. As outlined in the Education Act Section 81(2), a by-election need not be held: during the three-year
period immediately following a general election if there is only one vacancy on the Board, and during the fourth year following a general election, unless the number of vacancies on the board reduces the board to a number that is less than the quorum of the board plus one. As the Board is currently within the fourth year following a general election and the remaining trustees on the Board still meet the requirement of not less than the quorum of the board plus one, the Division will not hold a by-election.
7) ASSURANCE REVIEWS - Assurance Reviews are a forum for schools and departments to share their individual results, annual plans, successes, and challenges. The review informs the Division’s Annual Education Results Report and allows trustees to gain a holistic understanding of what’s happening throughout the Division. All School Reviews are scheduled for November, while Central Department Reviews have started today and continue tomorrow.
8) REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES – This year, all school Remembrance Day ceremonies must take place on November 8—according to the Remembrance Day Act. Thank you for the invitation to attend, but unfortunately, I am already booked at FSE. I will also be representing EIPS at the Fort Saskatchewan Ceremonies on November 11th.
9) BULLYING AWARENESS WEEK – will be celebrated November 18-22 throughout EIPS. It promotes awareness and understanding of bullying and its impacts. Schools throughout the Division will be engaged in different activities to take part in this important initiative. Remember, school staff address this topic regularly and not just during this week in November that is legislated by the Alberta government.
10) THE NEW K-9 SHERWOOD PARK REPLACEMENT SCHOOL NEEDS A NAME! - Elk Island Public
Schools (EIPS) is looking for input from current and future families, Division staff and interested
community members on what the new school’s name should be. Your input will help the Board of Trustees determine the name and ensure future decisions made about the school best reflect the feelings and opinions of the families and the community it will serve. We invite you to complete the short survey to share your thoughts. Complete the survey by October 31, 2024.
11) SCHOOL COUNCIL ENGAGEMENT GRANT - The $500 School Council Engagement Grant from Alberta Education is once again available for school councils to use. Remember to have one member from the council at your school complete this contact form by Friday, October 25. Grant Process and FAQs.
12) CAREGIVER SERIES: OCTOBER SESSIONS - Alberta Health Services offers free online programming for parents and caregivers of children and youth. Sessions are offered through Zoom. The list of October 2024 sessions is now available.
13) NEXT BOARD MEETING – The next regular Board meeting takes place on November 28, 2024, at
10 AM. Board meetings are held in the Elk Island Public School boardroom. EIPS also livestreams public Board meetings on its YouTube channel.
14) Have a great Fall Break!
image1.jpg




